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III. A Letter from the ^^^mnd Vr. Hugh Todd 
(5. T. ^.) Suh-Dean and <Prehendary of Carliflc, 
to Dr. Edmund Halley ( L L. D. ) Saviliaii 
Trofejfor of Geometry in 0\{oxd, anc/ Felhw of 
the Royal Society 5 Giving an Account of fome 
Antiquities lately found at Corbridge in Nor« 
thumberland. 

S I Ry 

SOME Years ago, when I was in Town, You were 
pleafed to defire me, when my Occafions might 
carry me into that Country, to give You a pardculair 
Account of the Truth of a Relation, which was fent up 
to the Jthenian Smety^ of the entire Skeleton of a pro- 
digious Monfteti of Humane Form, above 22 Foot in 
length 5 which was difcover'd upon the Banks of the 
River Jyw, not far from Corbridge^ m Northumberland^ 
The Relation was very particular 5 and, if it had been 
true, feem'd to go farther towards a Proof of fuch fl:u= 
pendous Figures, in ancient Times j than any other 
Argument, that I have met with, upon that Sub = 

lea. 

Laft Summer, my Affairs obliged me to ftay three or 
four Days at Corbridge, During my being there, I mads 
the beft Obfervations I could, to give both ray Self and 
Others Satisfaction, in an Account of a Matter of Fa& 5- 
which had amufed the Nation, fo much, as that had 
donC' 

That. 
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That I may be more Exaft and Satisfadory, in wLat 
I have to offer, I ftialJ give Yoa an Account, I. Of the 
Place itfelf, and of the Antiquities, that are there* 
II. Of the Bones and Teeth, which are difcovered there 5 
and faid to be of fo prodigious a Bignefs. III. I (hall 
offer my Thoughts of the Matter 5 with Submiffion to 
Your, and Other, better Judgments. 

I. The Place where the Bones were found is not Cor- 
Iridge, but Colcbejler, a Mile Weft of it, upon the N. 
vBanksof the River Jyne: formerly a Roman Colony, 
but, at prefent, a Field of Corn 5 nothing of Antiquity 
rsmaining, but, fome Walls and Rubbi(h 5 v/hich (hew 
k to have been a very large Fortrefs. Stones, which 
liave been dug up, with Figures and Infcriptions upon 
them, have been All remov'd to Corbridge. which has 
rife out of its Ruins. There, I faw Altars infcrib'd 5 
One IMP. M. AVRELIO.... Another LEG. II. AVG. 
COH. nir. But That, which is moft Remarkable, is 
that which ftands in a corner of the Church-yard, De- 
dicated to Hercules f in Old Capital, Greek Characters 5 
the like to which, is not to be met wich, I think, m 
any other Part of this Ifland. The Charaders, are 'm' 
different plain 5 and, as I could read them, thus ; 

c>HPAK>s^e 1 <3 

I. e. HercuU Tjirio Divina Donaf Archi-^SacerdotdU 5 veJ, 
f^r SHmmum Sacerdotem offere^nda. The Altar feeras to have 
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been Erefted, by fome ot the Afiattck^ 'PhcenicUn,k[x%\\\2^' 
rres j who might be in Garrifon here^ near the Frontier* 
under Drbkus Lollius, in the Time oi M. A»r. Atitoni»us% 
about\^. £). 1-40. The Altar is very large j hoilow at 
the Top, (as ulual) for Incenfe: On the Sides, are in- 
grav'd a Bull's Head j with Garlands, and SacrificJDg 
Inftruments. 

II. The Teeth and Bones, which were difcover'd, by 
the River T>w«'s breaking in upon the Bank, were found 
near the Foundations of the Old Fort 5 and neither 
higher up, nor lower down, than the Ruines of it feem 
to reach. I examin'd the Perfon who made the firft 
Difcovery 5 and had Money for prefenting fome ot the 
B'^nes, froni fome Gentlemen in the Neighbourhood 5 
who, in all probability, gave in the Account, and their 
Queries upon it, to the Gentlemen of the Jthenian So-, 
cicty : And I was as exaft, as poflible, in the Remarks, 
which I made my felf upon the Spot. Upon the whole, 
it appear'd to me : That there never was an entire Ske- 
leton found in that Place The Teeth and Bones, lye 
in the Bank, in Strata's ^ foraetimes at one, fometimes 
at two Yards depth, for above 200 Yards in length. 
In fome places, there appears to have been a fort of 
Pavement or Foundation of Stone ; which runs along 
with the Bonos, Jiratum ftiper firatum j fometimes above, 
fometimes below them. The Bones are of different 
Sizes : The Teeth, which are moft perfed and entire, 
are very large 5 fome three or four Inches in compafs : 
Ribs, Shank-Bones, &c. fmany of themj not exceeding 
the ordinary Dimenfions of thofe of Sheep and Oxen. 
I could meet with no Remains ot Horns 3 thofe being 
more eafily \:orrupted, than the Bones, which are of a 
harder Subftance. The Teeth look as if they were Hu- 
mane i, but I cannot affivm them to be fo : And they lye, 
foraetimes, at fd great a diftance from the Ribs and 
Shank-Bones , that ftiould any One compute (as I fop- 
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pofe the Quc-rifts might doj the Length of the Monfter, 
from One to the Other, tbey might calculate his Lon- 
gitude, to 200, or 300 Y^ds, as reafonably, as to 22 
Foor. The Teeth and Bones, are in fuch Quantities 5 
thar, with the help of a Labourer or two, Ypu might in 
3 i&w Hours, gather a Buftiel of them. . 

III. From ihe Account I have given, it may not be 
unreafonable to infer : That the Altar, here Dedicated 
to the Tyrjan Hercules^ was very famous and much f re- 
qaented : That, Oxen, and fuch like Creatures, aj. Bifons 
and Bonaflus, (v.'ith which the Country hereabouts did 
anciently abound: The entire Head and Horns of One, 
being lately dug up, in a marChy Ground 5 refembling 
exa^Jy thofe Creatures, as they are defcrib'd by Gejnevy 
and Others,) were Sacrificed thereon : And, that their 
Bones, being Ail thrown together; and, according to 
the SuperftJtion cf thofe Times, laid under the Foun- 
dation and Pavement of the Fort, are the very fame 
Bones, Teeth, Skulls, Ribsj &C' which, by the Rivers 
wafhingaway the Bank, are now difcover'd, and brought 
to Light. And, if I might be allow'd to guefs a Uttle 
farther ; I might think it not impoffible, That (as £r/^e- 
hns \n Gdckrland, is Her cults Caftra-^ and Heriland in 
Cornwall^ was Herculh ^rontontormm^ So) upon the Re- 
cefs of the Romans^ xhQ Saxons who fucceeded them, 
might call this Noted Station Hercitl-reafier, and by cor- 
ruption, Colceafier 5 or Coldeffer, is Modern Name. And, 
what may fomewhat confirm the Conjedure, the adja- 
cent Town ot Corhridge, which, as I faid, has rifen out 
of its Ruins, is called in the Charter of H. L (whereby 
that King gave it to the Secular Canons of Carljjle^ be- 
fore the Eredion, either of the Priory or Bidioprick,) 
Colbriige, and Colhwgh^ the fame as Col-ceajier : The 
Bridge, from whence it may feem to take its Denomi- 
nation, being of a much later Ereftion. That Oxen 
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ufed to be Sacrificed to Hercules, there needs no other 
Evidence, than the Altar itfelf^ whereon anOx'sHead, 
with Sacrificing InOruments, are delineated. Yon will 
receive by the Oxford Carrier, a great many Teeth and 
Bones; whereby You may be able to give a much bet- 
ter Judgment, whether they are Humane or no, than 
I can : only, I would obferve ibis, That if it do not 
appear that they agree perfedly with tlie Teeth and 
Bones of Oxen, it will not follow that-, therefore they 
muft be Humane, and that there were Men of prodigi- 
ous Stature who made ufe of them , feeing, as I faid, 
there were in thefe Parrs, other Creatures of very greac 
Size, to whom they might belong, and of wbofe Teeth 
and Bones> we have, now, very few Specimens, to com. 
pare them with. Thus, with fome trouble both to You 
and my Self, I have perform'd my Promife ^ and ftiewn, 
what I fliall be ready to do npon all Occafions, that I 
am with great Efteem, 

Ttur very nffeQl&nate Friend 
Carlijlcf Febr. 17. 

1710-11. And humble Ser^Arttf 



Hugh T o d b. 
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